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In Southern India, the release of Mrs. Besant was denounced
by the majority of the non-Brahmin
"Effect of Mrs. Besant's   eoB^unit,   who   had   for   sometime

e ease.              previously been organising themselves
in protest against the superior social position occupied by the
Brahmins. They plainly announced their conviction that
their interests would not be safe, unless protected in the
future Councils by some scheme of communal representation.
On the other hand by the Hindu leaders of the Nationalist
party, the release was hailed as a triumph, with the result
-that the Muhammadans were inspired to attempt a similar
feat in securing the release of the interned Ali brothers. Mrs.
Besant interested herself in the matter for sometime, but
when it was found that Muhammad Ali refused to give without
xeservation the guarantee which had been suggested, agitation
over the case began to be regarded among Hinc1" political
leaders as infructuous and they began to lose interest in it.
This was not calculated to * make the relations between tne
Hindus and tho Muhammadans, already exacerbated by the
Bihar riots, any more cordial ; and as the year 1917 drew to
a close symptoms were not wanting that the conservative
section of Muhammadan opinion, which regarded the Muslin
League and its compromise with the Hindus suspiciously, wap
becoming increasingly powerful. In various parts of India,
the provincial Muslim Leagues began to split up. The ad-
vanced political leaders of the community maintained their
adherence to the Lucknow agreement, while the more conser-
vative sections would have nothing to do with it.
All classes of interests began to prepare memorials and
addresses   in  readiness   for   the   ap-
The Secretary of State's   proacHng ^    of the   Secretary   of
State ; and   on   his arrival   in India,
Mr. Montana settled down with the Viceroy to receive many
deputations and to grant innumerable private interviews. No
class or communitv in India desired to be left out in the cold,
and many Associations were hurriedly formed at the last minute
by bodies of persons who had not hitherto perceived the need
of organising themseh es for the expression of their opinions.